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1. Se cond W ork sh op on Activity Th e ory and th e  Cultural-
H istorical Sch ool, 8-10 July, 2005, H aus Oh rbe ck , Ge rm any

Z w e ite r W ork sh op zu „Tätigk e itsth e orie  
und k ulturh istorisch e  Sch ule “

Auf de m  le tz te n W ork sh op in Be rgne ustadt w ar 
ve rabre de t w orde n, im  Jah r 2005 e in w e ite re s  
Tre ffe n z u  organisie re n. Es w urde  e in w unde r-
sch öne r Tagungsort in M itte n de s  Nördlich e n 
Te utoburge r W alde s be i O snabrück  ge funde n; 
H aus O h rbe ck . H ie r  fand vom  8. bis  10. Juli 
2005 de r z w e ite  W ork sh op statt.

An die se m  W ork sh op nah m e n 25 W isse n-
sch aftle r aus Ph ilosoph ie , Com pute rw isse n-
sch aft, Soz ialpädagogik , Psych ologie , Sportw iss-  
e nsch aft, Soz iologie , Erz ie h ungsw isse nsch aft, 
Be trie bsw irtsch aft und Psych olinguistik  te il. 

D e r e rste  Abe nd de s  W ork sh ops w ar de r 
Frage  ge w idm e t, ob die  Em otione n in de r Tätig-
k e itsth e orie  ange m e sse n be h ande lt w e rde n – e s  
w ar die  Frage , ob die  Tätigk e itsth e orie  h ie r 
nich t e ine n „blinde n Fle ck “ h at (M anfre d H olo-
dynsk i und M artin H ilde brand- Nilsh on als D is-
k utant). Naturge m äß w urde  die se  Frage  k ontro-
ve rs disk utie rt – z um al das ge ne re lle  Th e m a 
aufge w orfe n w urde  w ie  s ich  die  Tätigk e itsth e or-
ie  ge ge nübe r ne ue n e m pirisch e n Forsch ungs-
e rge bnisse  de r Psych ologie  ve rh ält. 

D e r näch ste  Tag be gann m it e ine r Ause in-
ande rse tz ung m it de r Kritik  A. N. Le ont’e vs and 
Vygotsk ij, übe r die  Pe te r Ke ile r im  H inblick  auf 
ne ue  D ok um e nte  vortrug. Eine n be ach tlich e n 
Raum  in de n Vorträge n und D isk ussione n nah m  
die  Frage , w ie  s ich  tätigk e itsth e ore tisch e  Be -
griffe  und M e th ode n in de r prak tisch e n Arbe it 
anw e nde n lasse n, w ie  s ie  die se  Praxis  anle ite n 
und z ugle ich  von ih r e rw e ite rt w e rde n k önne n. 
Eine n be e indruck e nde n Einblick  in die  Arbe it 
m it be h inde rte n Kinde rn (Trisom ie  21) gab 
Ch riste l M ansk e . Ü be r de n be re ich  de r Inte rve n-
tione n in Arbe it und O rganisation be rich te te  
Z latk o Bodroz ik  und übe r e in e m pirisch e s  Pro-

je k t übe r die  narrativ- biograph isch e  Konstruk -
tion soz iale r Ge sch le ch tside ntität M ich ae l 
H e rsch e lm ann. Eine  Re ih e  von Vorträge n be -
sch äftigte n sich  m it de r Notw e ndigk e it, das be -
grifflich e  Inve ntar de r Tätigk e itsth e orie  und k ul-
turh istorisch e n Sch ule  z u  ve rände rn und z u  
e rgänz e n – e s  w urde  ange sproch e n das Ve rh ält-
nis  von allge m e ine r und spe z ie lle r Tätigk e itsth e -
orie  (Ge org Litsch e ), das Ve rh ältnis von Proz e ß 
und Tätigk e it und die  Spe z ifik  de r Tätigk e itsth e -
orie  (Volk e r Sch ürm ann) sow ie  die  Frage  nach  
de r M öglich k e it de r O bje k tivie rung de r Tätig-
k e itsth e orie  (Ch ristian D ah m e ) und de r spe z ie l-
le n D iale k tik  de r Alte rsstufe n in de r Tätigk e its-
th e orie  (M anfre d Jöde ck e ). In e ine r Abe nd-  
ve ranstaltung e rinne rte  Ge org Rück rie m  an das 
Le be nsw e rk  de s  z u  Be ginn de s  Jah re s  ve r-
storbe ne n Joach im  Lom psch e r.

In de r Ausw e rtung de r D isk ussione n und de r 
Tagung w urde  be sch losse n, de n W ork sh op k ün-
ftig jäh rlich  durch z ufüh re n und daz u als Ta-
gungsort H aus O h rbe ck  be iz ube h alte n. Für die  
O rganisation de s  näch ste n W ork sh ops im  Som -
m e r 2006 h abe n sich  Be rnd Fich tne r und M it-
arbe ite r von de r Unive rsität Sie ge n be re it 
e rk lärt. Nach frage n sind an die  folge nde  e m ail 
Adre sse  z u  rich te n:
fich tne r@ pae dagogik .uni- s ie ge n.de

Se cond w ork sh op on ‘Activity th e ory and 
cultural-h istorical sch ool’,  H aus Oh rbe ck , 
Ge rm any

It w as de cide d at th e  first w ork sh op in 2003 th at 
th e  ne xt one  sh ould be  h e ld in 2005. A nice  
place  w as found close  to O snabrück , Low e r Sax-
ony, and th e  2nd w ork sh op w as h e ld th e re  from  
th e  8th  to th e  10th  of July, 2005.

25 re se arch e rs  participate d, com ing from  di-
ve rse  discipline s including ph ilosoph y, com pu-

Re ports
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te r scie nce , social w ork , psych ology, sociology, 
sport scie nce s, e ducation, m anage m e nt scie nce  
and psych olinguistics.

Th e  first e ve ning of th e  w ork sh op w as de -
vote d to th e  q ue stion w h e th e r e m otions are  th e  
‘blind spot’ of activity th e ory (M anfre d H olodyn-
sk i w ith  M artin H ilde brand- Nilsh on as dis -
cussant). It w as cle ar th at th is  q ue stion w as 
discusse d in controve rsial te rm s —  e spe cially so 
be cause  it w as follow e d by th e  m ore  ge ne ral 
q ue stion of h ow  activity th e ory addre sse s  and di-
ge sts ne w  re se arch  re sults in re late d scie ntific 
discipline s.

Th e  ne xt day be gan w ith  a pre se ntation on A. 
N. Le ont’e v’s critiq ue  of Vygotsk ij (Pe te r Ke ile r). 
M uch  atte ntion w as give n in th e  follow ing 
pre se ntations and discussion about th e  q ue s-
tion of w h at m e th ods and conce pts of activity 
th e ory m igh t be  spe cifically h e lpful and applic-
able  in socie tal praxis. An im pre ssive  account 
on h e r w ork  w ith  h andicappe d ch ildre n (Tri-
som y 21) w as give n by Ch riste l M ansk e . Z latk o 
Bodroz ik  pre se nte d on inte rve ntions in w ork  
and organiz ation, and M ich ae l H e rsch e lm ann 
about an e m pirical study on th e  narrative - bio-
graph ical construction of ge nde r ide ntity.

A couple  of pre se ntations w e re  addre ssing 
th e  issue  of ch anging and e xte nding th e  conce p-
tual inve ntory of activity th e ory —  th e  re lation 
of ge ne ral and spe cific activity th e ory (Ge org 
Litsch e ), and th e  q ue stion of h ow  activity th e o-
re tical conce pts m igh t be  obje ctifie d (Ch ristian 
D ah m e ), th e  re lation of proce ss  and activity 
(Volk e r Sch ürm ann) and th e  diale ctic spe cific 
for diffe re nt age  groups (M anfre d Jöde ck e ). In 
an e ve ning se ssion Ge org Rück rie m  talk e d 
about th e  life  and w ork  of th e  late  Joach im  
Lom psch e r.

In e valuating th e  w ork sh op it w as de cide d 
th at it sh ould be  h e ld m ore  re gularly, on a ye arly 
basis. It w as also de cide d th at for now  H aus 
O h rbe ck  s h ould be  th e  m e e ting place . Th e  or-
ganiz ation of th e  ne xt w ork sh op, to tak e  place  
in th e  sum m e r of 2006, is  in th e  h ands of Be rnd 
Fich tne r and co- w ork e rs  from  th e  Unive rsity of 
Sie ge n. Que stions about th at sh ould be  ad-
dre sse d to:
fich tne r@ pae dagogik .uni- s ie ge n.de

(Falk  Se e ge r, falk .se e ge r@ uni- b ie le fe ld .d e )

2. M e m orial sym posium  for Joach im  Lom psch e r, Be rlin, 31 
August 2005

A sym posium  e ntitle d “Erinne rung für die  
Z uk unft —  Pädagogisch e  Psych ologie  in de r 
D D R” (“M e m ory for th e  Future  —  Pe dagogical 
Psych ology in GD R”) w as h e ld in Be rlin on 31 Au-
gust 2005 in m e m ory of Joach im  Lom psch e r, 
w h o die d th is  ye ar (05.02.2005).

Th e  m ain purpose  of th e  sym posium  w as to 
re m e m be r Joach im  Lom psch e r and h is  scie ntif-
ic w ork , w h ich  h ad both  national and inte rna-
tional im portance , and m ade  a tre m e ndous 
contribution to e stablish ing pe dagogical psy-
ch ology in th e  Ge rm an D e m ocratic Re public 
(GD R). A se cond purpose  of th e  sym posium  w as 
to pre se rve  th e  re sults of pe dagogical psych ol-
ogy from  th e  GD R in ge ne ral and e spe cially th e  
re se arch  th at h as contribute d to th e  de ve lop-

m e nt of m ode rn cultural- h istorical th e ory and 
activity th e ory in psych ology.

Se ve nty- five  participants discusse d issue s  
from  se ve n pre se ntations, w h ich  w e re  groupe d 
in th re e  th e m atic block s. Th e  first th e m atic 
block  addre sse d th e  de ve lopm e nt of GD R pe da-
gogical psych ology until th e  e nd of th e  19 80s. 
H e re  it w as ask e d w h at contribution to th e  de -
ve lopm e nt of th e  scie ntific discipline  of pe da-
gogical psych ology cam e  from  th e  GD R, and 
w h at findings and th e ore tical approach e s  from  
th is  contribution are  still re le vant today to psy-
ch ological discourse s  and to solving curre nt 
proble m s in e ducation. It could be  s h ow n th at 
th e re  are  som e  (ide ological) lim its in principle , 
but also som e  good prom ise s  of pe dagogical 
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psych ology from  GD R, w h ich  s h ould be  re m e m -
be re d for its contributions to solving pre se nt 
e ducational proble m s (e .g., in pre sch ool e duca-
tion).

Th e  se cond th e m atic block  w as th e  outside  
pe rspe ctive  (th e  pe rce ption of pe dagogical psy-
ch ology outside  th e  GD R). Th e  pre se ntations 
and th e  discussion sh ow e d som e  proble m s of 
cultural- h istorical th e ory and of activity th e ory 
in principle . H e re  th e  participants pointe d to a 
still e xisting gap be tw e e n th e ore tical and e m pir-
ical re se arch , a m issing unity be tw e e n th e ory 
and its e m pirical foundation.

Th e  th ird th e m atic block  sh ow e d future  pe r-
spe ctive s (th e  de ve lopm e nt afte r th e  political 
ch ange  —  from  th e  19 9 0s until pre se nt). Th is  
block  w as de dicate d to w ork s  th at w e re  inspire d 
by th e  w ork  of Joach im  Lom psch e r. Th e  pre se nt-

e d re se arch  proje cts pointe d at th e  issue  th at a 
consiste nt subje ct orie ntation in pe dagogical 
psych ological approach e s  base d on cultural- h is -
torical th e ory and activity th e ory are  able  to 
sh ow  ne w  pe rspe ctive s for e ducation in th e  
classroom . Th e se  ne w  pe rspe ctive s are  tie d 
close ly to th e  cre ation of a ne w  le arning culture  
(e .g., action- orie nte d, se lf- dire cte d, conscious 
le arning -  le arning activity). Th e  cre ation of th is  
le arning culture  is  a m ain ch alle nge  for and an 
urge nt  proble m  to be  solve d in m ode rn socie ty, 
e ducation and classroom . Th is  proble m  is  not 
ne w  at all; it w as addre sse d in th e  19 th  ce ntury 
by H um boldt and D ie ste rw e g, but still re m ains 
unsolve d in sch ool practice  today.

(Prof. H artm ut Gie st, gie st@ rz .uni- potsd am .d e )

3. 16th  Activity Th e ory Confe re nce , 18-20 Nove m be r, 2005, 
Nyborg, D e nm ark

Th e  16th  confe re nce  on activity th e ory w as h e ld 
from  18- 20 Nove m be r in Nyborg, D e nm ark , 
w ith  about 55 participants, a m ixture  of doctor-
al stude nts, unive rsity- base d re se arch e rs, and 
pe rsons w ork ing in public institutions, and com -
ing from  se ve ral diffe re nt profe ssions and disci-
pline s including psych ology, occupational th e r-
apy, com pute r syste m s, ph ilosoph y, sociology, 
crim inology, and pe dagogy. 

Th e  th e m e  of th e  confe re nce  w as Ne w  
d e m and s to th e ory, m e th od  and  practice . As 
note d be fore  in th is  ne w sle tte r, th e  nam e  of th e  
confe re nce  h as be e n re taine d from  its h istorical 
origin, but today, th e  participants com e  from  a 
varie ty of diffe re nt th e ore tical traditions th at 
could be  de scribe d as cultural- h istorical, activ-
ity- th e ore ti-  cal, and critical psych ology. 

Friday e ve ning starte d w ith  a sh ort account 
of re ce nt inte rnational de ve lopm e nts in re lation 
to ISCAR and pe rsons w h o are  participating in 
ISCAR (Se th  Ch aik lin). Th is  w as follow e d by se v-
e ral sh ort (10- m inute ) pre se ntations about cur-
re nt re se arch  proje cts including de ve lopm e nt of 
m e aning am ong drug use rs  (Anna Jube rg), m e n 

w h o se ll se x ove r th e  inte rne t (H ans Knutagård), 
spe cial e ducation (Joh n Be rte lse n), se lf- unde r-
standing am ong te ach e rs  (Jan Se lm e r M e th i), re -
lations be tw e e n e cological psych ology and 
cultural- h istorical psych ology (Jytte  Bang), and 
studie s  of  prisone rs (Ch arlotte  M attiasse n).  

Th e  final tw o days w e re  organiz e d in th re e  
th e m atic block s. Th e  first block  focuse d on th e  
re lation be tw e e n th e ory and practice  w ith  a 
starting point in concre te  re se arch  proje cts 
aim e d at inte rve ntion. Pre se ntations w e re  m ade  
about proje cts th at w e re  aim e d at de ve loping 
cate gorie s  in practice  for h ow  to th ink  about 
sch ool ch ildre n in difficulty (O le  V. Rasm usse n), 
a m ode l for de ve loping solutions in practice  for 
cultural m inority youth  (Le ne  Le rch e  M ørck ) 
and ch anging practice s in tre ating drug abuse rs  
(M orte n Nisse n). Th is  w as follow e d by a ge ne ral 
discussion of th e  proble m s of de ve loping inte r-
ve ntive  re se arch  practice s.

Th e  se cond block  w as focuse d on th e  q ue s-
tion of e vide nce - base d re se arch , w h ich  w as a 
continuation of a th e m e  raise d at th e  pre vious 
confe re nce . O ne  pre se ntation gave  a h istorical 
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De adline : 31 January 2006

Th e  confe re nce  offe rs a forum  for sch olarly dis-
cussions conce rning language  and action/activ-
ity, w h ile  at th e  sam e  tim e  ce le brating th e  life  
and w ork  of Ale xe i Ale xe e vitch  Le ontie v. Ke y-
note  spe ak e rs  w ill be : Tatyana Ak h utina, Yrjö 
Enge ström , D m itry Le ontie v, Aida M ark osyan, 
D oroth y Robbins, and Anna Ste tse nk o.

Th e  Ce ntre  for Applie d Language  Studie s  and 
th e  D e partm e nt of Language s at th e  Unive rsity 

of Jyväsk ylä, Finland w ill h ost th e  confe re nce . It 
w ill tak e  place  in conne ction w ith  th e  Sum m e r 
Sch ool of Applie d Linguistics (5–7 June  2006), 
focusing on socicultural approach e s  to lan-
guage  le arning and language  e ducation. 

For m ore  inform ation about th e  confe re nce  
and for instructions on h ow  to subm it 500- w ord 
abstracts: 
h ttp://w w w .solk i.jyu.fi/e nglish /confe re nce 2006/

account of th e  de ve lopm e nt of e vide nce - base d 
re se arch  (U ffe  Juul Je nse n), anoth e r pre se nte d 
an account of h ow  e vide nce - base d de m ands are  
appe aring today in th e  D anish  h e alth  syste m  
(Tove  Borg), and a th ird pre se nte d a proje ct th at 
gave  a critical analysis  of th e  proce ss  by w h ich  
e valuation w as im ple m e nte d in som e  re side ntal 
tre atm e nt ce nte rs for ch ildre n (Ire ne  H øjlund). 
Th is  w as follow e d by a live ly and active  discus-
sion about h ow  to unde rstand th e  ph e nom e non 
of e vide nce - base d re se arch , as w e ll as strate gie s  
for h ow  to re spond to it.

Th e  th ird block  w as de vote d to ge ne ral psy-
ch ological issue s, again re fle cting a de sire  from  
th e  pre vious ye ar's  confe re nce  to h ave  m ore  e x-
ch ange  around th e se  q ue stions. Th e re  w as a 
pre se ntation by a ne uropsych ologist about 
w h at ne uroscie nce  could (or could not) contrib-

ute  to th e  unde rstanding of cognition (H ysse  
Forch am m e r), a pre se ntation of a re ce ntly com -
ple te d m aste rs th e sis  on th e  h istorical de ve lop-
m e nt of w riting and its re lation to th e  de ve l-  
opm e nt of psych ological functions (Jacob Klit-
m ølle r) and a proje ct about ch ildre n m e d spas-
tic paralysis  (Louise  Bøttch ne r).

It w as ge ne rally agre e d th at it w as use ful and 
e xciting to h ave  a program  th at m ixe d th e ore ti-
cal and e m pirical w ork  toge th e r, and to include  
both  q ue stions of practical inte rve ntion and in-
ve stigations of ge ne ral psych ological conce pts.

A com m itte e  w as form e d to plan for th e  17th  
confe re nce , w h ich  w ill be  h e ld ne xt Nove m be r. 
An alm ost accurate  ve rsion of th e  program  for 
th e  16th  confe re nce  can be  found (in D anish ) 
at: h ttp://w w w .iscar.org/dk /iscardk /16k onf.h tm

4. Call for Pape rs: Language  in Action —  Vygotsk y and  
Leontievian Legacy Today, 8–10 June  2006, Unive rsity of 
Jyväsk ylä, Finland
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6. D iscounts on Journal Subscriptions for ISCAR m e m be rs

Announce m e nts

20%  discount on th e  journal M ind , Cul-
ture , and  Activity

A 20%  discount is  offe re d to ISCAR m e m be rs for 
ne w  and re ne w e d subscriptions to th e  q uarte rly 
journal M ind , Culture , and  Activity, publish e d 
by Law re nce  Erlbaum  Associate s.

(Th is  offe r doe s NO T apply to pe rsons w h o 
h ave  alre ady paid for a 2006 subscription.)
Rate s for ye ar 2006:

U SA and Canada: 36 U SD  (norm ally: 45 U SD )
Else w h e re :      60 U SD  (norm ally: 75 U SD )
Ple ase  note  th at all subscribe rs  to th e  journal 

are  also able  to re ce ive  an e le ctronic ve rsion of 
th e  journal by re giste ring on th e  Erlbaum  
w e bpage .

You m ay orde r by Erlbaum 's w e bsite , te le -
ph one , fax, or post. To re ce ive  de taile d instruc-
tions about h ow  to ge t th e  discount, se nd an 
e m pty e m ail to:  m ca- re q ue st@ iscar.org  
Instructions w ill be  se nt im m e diate ly.

30%  discount on th e  journal Culture  &  Psy-
ch ology

A 30%  discount is  offe re d to ISCAR m e m be rs 
for ne w  and re ne w e d subscriptions to th e  journ-
al Culture  &  Psych ology publish e d q uarte rly 

by Sage  Publications. (Th is  offe r doe s NO T ap-
ply to pe rsons w h o h ave  alre ady paid for a 2006 
subscription.)

Rate s for ye ar 2006:  58 U SD  (norm al rate : 84 
U SD )

You m ay orde r by te le ph one , fax, or post. To 
re ce ive  de taile d instructions about h ow  to ge t 
th e  discount, se nd an e m pty e m ail to:
cp- re q ue st@ iscar.org  
Instructions w ill be  se nt im m e diate ly.

25%  discount on th e  journals Outline s and 
Nordisk  Udk ast

O utline s and Nord isk  Ud k ast are  publish e d 
tw ice  a ye ar, th e  first in English , th e  se cond in 
Scandinavian language s. Th e  conte nt is  critical 
social studie s, com bining critiq ue  of scie nce , 
profe ssonal practice , and social issue s  in an at-
te m pt to inte rve ne  in public discourse s  and e s -
tablish  counte r- discourse s  in various social 
fie lds. For m ore  inform ation about costs and or-
de ring:
h ttp://w w w .iscar.org/be ne fits.h tm l#outline s

5. Ph .D. Stipe ndium , Language  – Culture   – M e dia – 
Ide ntitie s re se arch  unit, Unive rsity of Luxe m bourg

Th e  Faculty for Language  and Lite rature , H um an-
itie s, Arts and Education at th e  Unive rsity of Lux-
e m bourg invite s applications for a Re se arch  As-  
s istant (Ph D  stude nt) on th e  basis  of a part- tim e  
position (50% ) for th e  tim e  pe riod 1.4.2006 – 
31.03.2008. Th is  contract is  lik e ly to be  e xte nde d 
for a se cond pe riod until 2010.

It w ill be  an advantage  to h ave  k now le dge  

and e xpe rie nce  w ith  sociocultural th e ory and/ 
or cultural- h istorical activity th e ory.

Applications sh ould arrive  by January 20, 
2006. For furth e r inform ation or q ue stions, 
ple ase  contact assistant- profe ssor Ch arle s M ax 
<ch arle s.m ax@ uni.lu>  or go to h ttp://w w w . 
lcm i.lu/ and click  on Late st Ne w s.

Publications

mailto:charles.max@uni.lu
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Cultural Psych ology: A Pe rspe ctive  on Psy-
ch ological Functioning and Social Re form . 
Carl Ratne r. Erlbaum , 2006.

h ttps://w w w .e rlbaum .com /sh op/te k 9 .asp?pg=pr
oducts& spe cific=0- 8058- 5478- 9
Th is  book  de e pe ns our unde rstanding of cultural 
aspe cts of h um an psych ology. It e m ph asiz e s  th e  
ce ntral role  th at m acro cultural factors, such  as 
social institutions, artifacts, and cultural con-
ce pts, play in stim ulating and structuring e m o-
tions, pe rsonality, pe rce ption, cognition, m e m -  
ory, se xuality, and m e ntal illne ss. Th e  book  articu-
late s a th e ory of culture , a th e ory of psych ology 
(“m acro cultural psych ology”), a th e ory of sub-
je ctivity/age ncy, and a q ualitative  m e th odology 
for inve stigating th e  cultural origins, ch aracte rist-
ics, and functions of psych ological ph e nom e na. 
A num be r of social scie nce  th e orie s  and ph iloso-
ph ie s  of scie nce  are  inte grate d to form  th e  con-
ce ptual unde rpinning of m acro cultural psych ol-  

ogy. Th e se  include  diale ctics, functionalism , crit-
ical re alism .

Th e  book  e xplains h ow  a cultural pe rspe ctive  
on psych ology can be  use d to e nh ance  psych ol-
ogical grow th  on an individual le ve l (th e rapy, 
e ducation). It also e xplains h ow  th is  pe rspe ctive  
e ncourage s social re form  in orde r to e nh ance  
psych ological functioning. Th e  m acro cultural 
pe rspe ctive  on psych ology additionally pro-
vide s  distinctive  insigh ts into th e  dire ction th at 
social re form  can tak e , as w e ll as th e  dire ction 
th at psych ological ch ange  sh ould tak e  in orde r 
to facilitate  social re form .

Th e  book  critically e xam ine s  s h ortcom ings of 
se ve ral prom ine nt social th e orie s  th at se e k  to e x-
plain psych ology. Th e se  include  e volutionary 
psych ology, social constructionism , cross- cultur-
al psych ology, m ainstre am  psych ology.

Table  of conte nts and pre face  available  at: 
h ttp://w w w .h um boldt1.com /~ cr2/Erlbaum .h tm

Activity, contradictions and e xpansive  
le arning circle  in online  stude nts’  e ngage -
m e nt
Ange lita Gouve ia Que ve do
PU C- SP – São Paulo – Braz il
<ange lita.q ue ve do@ pucsp.br>

Th is  re se arch  inve stigate d h ow  19  in- se rvice  pub-
lic sch ool English  te ach e rs, from  th e  State  of São 
Paulo, Braz il h ave  unde rtak e n th e  activity of e n-
gaging in th e  course  of English  Liste ning Com -
pre h e nsion via Inte rne t I and II. Th e  obje ctive  
w as to unde rstand h ow  th e  activity h appe ne d 
from  th e  stude nt’s  pe rspe ctive , h ow  th e  m e di-
ational tools h e lpe d unde rstanding th e  re lation-
sh ip be tw e e n th e  stude nt and h is  obje ctive (s), 
w h ich  contradictions e m e rge d in th e  activity, 
w h ich  solutions w e re  found, and w h ich  stude nt 
actions h e lpe d pe rce iving h is  e ngage m e nt in 
th e  se ve ral production are as of th e  course .

Th e  analysis  w as base d on th e  activity th e ory 
(Le ontie v, 19 78; Enge ström , 19 87, 19 9 7; Cole , 
19 9 7; D avydov, 19 9 9 ; Kapte linin, 19 9 6, 19 9 7) 
th at conside rs  pe ople  are  not only surrounde d 
by th e  conte xt of th e ir activitie s; th e y inte ract 
w ith  th e  conte xt and ch ange  it. Th e  activity th e -
ory w as use d to de scribe  th e  factors th at af-
fe cte d or m e diate d th e  subje ct(s) and obje ct in 
th e  spe cific conte xt and e xplaine d h ow  th e  sub-
je ct(s) inte racte d w ith  th e  oth e r e le m e nts of th e  
activity syste m . 

Th e  analysis  of stude nts’ de ve lopm e nt and 
e ngage m e nt w as base d on th e  e xpansive  le arn-
ing cycle  conce ption (Enge ström , 19 87) th at 
state s th at de ve loping m e ans solving or trans-
form ing th e  e xisting contradictions, and con-
se q ue ntly it re sults in ch ange s of th e  activity 
syste m : th e  building of a ne w  obje ct and ne w  
m otive (s).
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D ata w e re  colle cte d during th e  w h ole  pe riod 
of th e  online  course , from  M arch  to July, 2003. 
Th e se  include d: (a) th e  course w are  use d (Te lE-
duc), (b) q ue stionnaire s, (c) th e  stude nts’ w rit-
te n production re giste re d in Te lEduc, and (d) 
th e  e le ctronic com m unication (e - m ail) from  
te ach e r/stude nts and stude nts/te ach e r.

Initially, de scriptions w e re  m ade  of th e  inve st-
igation conte xt, th e  English  Liste ning Com pre -
h e nsion Course  via Inte rne t I and II and th e  
participant’s ch aracte ristics. Th e  contradictions, 
source  of transform ations and de ve lopm e nt 
w e re  liste d and analyz e d, base d on th e  stude nts’ 
w ritte n production and obse rvation note s. Th e  
analysis  of th e  contradictions w as use ful to loc-
ate  th e  are as th at ne e d to be  re vie w e d, to ide nti-
fy th e  opportunitie s  for ch anging, de ve loping 
and e volution. Finally, analysis  w as m ade  of th e  
stude nts’ de ve lopm e nt and e ngage m e nt base d 
on w h at Enge ström  (19 9 9 ) calls m iniature /inte r-
m e diate  cycle s of le arning. O bse rvations of th e  
stude nts’ w ritte n production w e re  use d to ide nti-
fy, discuss and sh ow  h ow  le arning e m e rge d 
from  th e  sociocultural conte xt of th e  activity in 
study. It w as conclude d th at w h e n analyz ing stu-

de nts’ pe rform ance  in th e  activity of e ngaging 
in an online  course , th e n one  h as to conside r 
th e  e nvironm e nt in w h ich  th e y are  w ork ing. 
Subje ct, obje ct and tools are  inte rre late d and 
th e y re ciprocally and m utually instigate  th e  pro-
ce ss  of k now le dge  building (Cole , 19 9 6). Th e re -
fore , th e  m e diate d action is  a transform ation 
proce ss  not only to th e  stude nt but also to th e  
obje ct and tools. W h e n th e  stude nt finds diffi-
cult situations (contradictions), and if h e  de -
cide s  it is  im portant to pe rsist, h e  h as th e  ch oice  
of look ing for h e lp. In virtual le arning e nviron-
m e nts, com pute rs m ay be h ave  in an une xpe ct-
e d w ay provok ing ch ange s in focus and th e  stu-
de nt, inste ad of conce ntrating on th e  obje ct of 
th e  activity, m ay focus h is  atte ntion on th e  ope r-
ational tool m e ch anism s. Activity th e ory re cog-
niz e s  th e  im portance  and influe nce  of th e  con-  
te xt, of th e  diffe re nt pe rce ptions, th e  unde r-
standings and e xpe ctations of th e  participants 
of an activity syste m , w h ich  h e lpe d to unde r-
stand th e  de sign and th e  proce ss  of its use  
m ade  by th e  stude nts and te ach e r.

Th e  disse rtation w as pre se nte d on 7 O ctobe r 
2005.
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