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De ar ISCAR Me m be r,

Ne xt ye ar ISCAR w ill h old its Se cond 
Congre ss. In pre paration for th at e ve nt 
I plan to se nd a se rie s of com m unica-
tions about th e  organization ‘ISCAR.’ 
Th is first com m unication addre sse s th e  
q ue stion ‘W h at is ISCAR?’ 

W h at is ISCAR?

Th is q ue stion m ust be  answ e re d from  
se ve ral diffe re nt pe rspe ctive s.

Th e  m ate rial form  of ISCAR

Th e  m ate rial form  of ISCAR is m anife st-
e d in its w e bsite , a pre se ntation of 
ISCAR (care fully pre pare d by th e  Exe cu-
tive  Com m itte e , afte r m uch  discuss ion), 
its trie nnial congre ss, Exe cutive  Com m it-
te e , ne w sle tte r (som e tim e s), and m ore  re -
ce ntly w ith  se ctions (organize d national- 
ly, re gionally or substantive ly). 

W h ile  ISCAR’s Article s provide  th e  pos-
s ibility to be  e ngage d in publication activ-
itie s (e .g., book s and journals), th e re  is 
no indication at th is tim e  th at ISCAR 
w ill e ngage  in such  activitie s in th e  ne ar 
future .

Th e  social form  of ISCAR

ISCAR is a re m ark able  organization 
w h e n one  conside rs th e  tre m e ndous di-
ve rsity of its m e m be rs’ disciplinary back -
grounds. O k , it is probably true  th at a 
large  pe rce ntage  com e  from  psych ology 
and/or e ducation, but am ong its m e m -
be rs one  can also find re se arch e rs 
w h ose  prim ary disciplinary focus is com -
pute r scie nce , inform ation syste m s, 
w ork  re se arch , k now le dge  m anage -
m e nt, organizational studie s , linguistics, 
anth ropology, sociology, h istory, ph ilo-
soph y, occupational th e rapy, crim ino-

logy, or social w ork . Eve n th ough  I h ave  
trie d to include  all th e  disciplinary back -
grounds found am ong our m e m be rs, it 
is lik e ly th at I h ave  (uninte ntionally) 
ove rlook e d som e  —  w h ich  only unde r-
line s th e  dive rsity of our m e m be rsh ip. 
In an age  w h e re  ‘m ultidisciplinarity’ is 
praise d and prom ote d, it is pe rh aps a 
s ign of our true  m ultidisciplinarity th at 
w e  do not h ave  to proclaim  th is in our 
organizational nam e  or m ate rials. 

If one  h as ‘grow n’ along w ith  ISCAR 
(and its h istorical pre de ce ssors), th e n 
th is m ultidisciplinarity se e m s ‘norm al’ 
or ‘natural’. It is only w h e n one  starts to 
th ink  about h ow  m any oth e r organiza-
tions do (or do not!) h ave  th is ch aracte r 
th at one  starts to re cognize  th at ISCAR 
m ay be  re lative ly atypical in th is re -
spe ct. W h ile  it h as ne ve r be e n a goal of 
ISCAR to be  m ultidisciplinary, it re -
m ains, in m y vie w , a stre ngth  of th e  or-
ganization. Give n th at w e  w ork  w ith  
th e ore tical traditions th at e m ph asize  
th e  im portance  of practice  in de ve lop-
m e nt, it is fortunate  th at its m e m be rs 
can e ncounte r re se arch  (th rough  re gion-
al and inte rnational e ve nts) th at span a 
range  from  m icrostudie s of dyadic inte r-
action to large -scale  studie s of organiza-
tional de ve lopm e nt (not th at th is is 
m e ant to im ply a sim ple  line ar con-
tinuum ). From  e xpe rie nce  I k now  th at 
not all pe rsons se e  th e  be auty or good 
fortune  of such  an arrange m e nt. But 
also from  m y ow n e xpe rie nce , I h ave  
m any tim e s h ad tre m e ndous be ne fit 
from  liste ning to com pute r syste m s 
pe ople  discuss th e ir proble m s in de s ign-
ing syste m s in re lation to w ork  prac-
tice s or sociologically-orie nte d re se arch - 
e rs trying to sh ow  conne ctions be tw e e n 
h istorical de ve lopm e nts and curre nt psy-
ch ological proce sse s . ISCAR se e m s to 
h ave  th is dive rsity ‘for fre e ’ as it w e re . 

‘W h at is ISCAR?’

From  th e  Pre side nt
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ISCAR h as be e n able  to provide  room  
for th is dive rsity of disciplinary in-
te re sts, w ith out any significant e ffort to 
re cruit such  dive rsity. Th e re  doe s not 
se e m  to be  a ne e d to m ak e  spe cial e f-
forts in th is re spe ct —  if m y e valuation 
is w rong, ple ase  w rite  to m e ! —  and I 
h ope  th at ISCAR w ill continue  to re cog-
nize , support and sustain th is dive rsity 
th rough  its concre te  practice s (e .g., its 
w ays of organizing Congre sse s).

ISCAR is also m ark e d by a dive rsity 
of th e ore tical inte re sts. Th e  Exe cutive  
Com m itte e  w ork e d h ard to find th e  sum -
m ary form ulation in our Pre se ntation, 
so I w ill not try to sum m arize  it again. 
Rath e r I w ill only unde rline  th at th e re  is 
a dive rsity of inte re sts w ith in ISCAR 
and th at it is unlik e ly th at th e re  w ill 
e ve r be  a ne e d or a tim e  for a ‘standard’ 
ISCAR th e ore tical pe rspe ctive . Th is is 
not to say th at ‘anyth ing goe s’ but if I 
m ay spe culate  about w h y our organiza-
tion h as not plague d w ith  ‘th e ory w ars,’ 
it is be cause  m ost re se arch e rs are  fo-
cuse d on concre te  ph e nom e na of analyz-
ing and de ve loping h um an practice s. If 
th e re  are  inte lle ctual de bate s, th e y are  
focuse d on concre te  proble m s of th e se  
practical fie lds of inve stigation, and not 
on form ulating th e  ‘righ t’ or ‘true ’ th e o- 
re tical pe rspe ctive  to use . Th is substan-
tive  focus m ay also e xplain, in part, w h y 
ISCAR can contain so m any diffe re nt dis -
ciplinary pe rspe ctive s. 

Th e  organiz ational form  of ISCAR

Th is form  is pe rh aps th e  m ost im portant 
to unde rstand and th e  m ost difficult to 
e xplain. Th e  usual vie w  of a scie ntific or-
ganization is th at th e re  is a ce ntral core  
th at provide s inte lle ctual and spiritual 
le ade rsh ip. One  th ink s of m e taph oric de -
scriptions lik e  ‘be ne vole nt pare nt’ or ‘de -
fining le ade r.’ By contrast, ISCAR is a 
flat organization. W h ile  th e re  is an Exe c-
utive  Com m itte e , it doe s not vie w  itse lf 
as be ing th e  source  of ce ntrally-orga-
nize d and initiate d activitie s . Rath e r, 

and h e re  is th e  im portant point, ISCAR 
is m e ant to live  in th e  locally-organize d 
activitie s (w h e re  local m ay re fe r to a re -
gional e ve nt lik e  th e  Nordic Confe re nce  
on Cultural and Activity Re se arch  or th e  
inte rnational CH ACDOC se ction w ith in 
ISCAR). In oth e r w ords, in com ing to 
ISCAR, one  s h ould not be  look ing to a 
ce ntral body th at is initiating activitie s , 
de fining inte lle ctual age nda, sanction-
ing and suppre ss ing acce pte d and unac-
ce pte d th e ore tical pe rspe ctive s. Rath e r 
th e  be lie f is th at activitie s s h ould be  ini-
tiate d from  am ong th e  m e m be rsh ip, 
w ith  th e  ce ntral organization providing 
support w h e re  it can (e .g., w e b acce ss, 
m ailing list, com m unication).

Doe s th is m e an th at all propose d 
activitie s w ill be  acce pte d uncritically? 
Probably not. Doe s th is m e an th at th e re  
are  a se t of rule s and re gulations —  w rit-
te n or unw ritte n —  th at m ust be  fol-
low e d? No (e xce pt for a m inim al pro- 
ce ss for initiating a se ction). And I h ope  
th at it w ill not be  ne ce ssary to form u-
late  such  rule s. For now , ISCAR h as 
be e n a com m unity th at h as use d a dia-
logical approach  —  consultation and dis -
cuss ion am ong pe rsons w h o w ant to 
initiate  activitie s . It se e m s be tte r to re -
tain th at dialogical approach , th e n to 
form alize  m atte rs w ith  w ritte n proce -
dure s. 

In s h ort, ISCAR is m utually consti-
tute d. W h ile  it h as a ce ntral form  (as de -
scribe d unde r ‘m ate rial form ’), it live s 
prim arily in th e  local activitie s th at are  
initiate d in its nam e . In som e  case s, 
alre ady e xisting activitie s h ave  now  
com e  w ith in th e  sph e re  of ISCAR. In oth -
e r case s, local activitie s h ave  be e n initi-
ate d from  frie ndly discuss ions on m y 
part w ith  individuals in re gions. 

Th e  e xact re lation be tw e e n ISCAR, as 
a ce ntral organization, and th e se  local 
activitie s is am biguous. I h ope  th at it 
w ill re m ain th at w ay. Th at is , local activ-
itie s s h ould grow  out of th e  ne e ds and 

From  th e  Pre side nt
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h istorical conditions of th e  com m unity 
form ing th e  activity —  rath e r th an an e x-
pre ss ion of som e  ce ntral ISCAR age nda 
or policy (w h ich  doe s not e xist anyw ay). 
ISCAR live s th rough  th e se  distribute d 
and local activitie s , w h ile  th e se  local 
activitie s are  able  to ‘borrow ’ som e  le git-
im ation from  th e  ide al of ISCAR as an in-
te rnational scie nti fi c organization. W h ile  
ISCAR did not m ak e  th is inte re sting and 
curious ‘dynam ic’, it is cle ar th at its 
m e m be rs ough t to be ne fit from  th e  fact 
th at it is ofte n e asie r to pe rsuade  both  
participants and se nior m anage m e nt to 
acce pt and support a local activity th at 
is pe rce ive d to be  part of an inte rnation-
al organization. 

An im portant im plication of th is point 
is th at ISCAR m e m be rs s h ould be  ori-
e nte d to de ve loping local activitie s —  
such  as a national m e e ting, a re gional 
m e e ting, a se ction w ith  a substantive  fo-
cus, and so forth . ISCAR, as a ce ntral or-
ganization, can provide  ass istance  w ith  
com m unications (e m ail, w e bsite ) and e x-
pe rie nce  (e .g., putting you in touch  w ith  
oth e rs w h o h ave  done  s im ilar th ings). In 
principle  m e m be rs of th e  Exe cutive  Com -
m itte e  can and sh ould be  h e lping co-
ordinate  in th e  countrie s for w h ich  th e y 
are  re sponsible . At th e  sam e  tim e , m e m -
be rs s h ould not be  w aiting for th e  ce nt-
ral organization to be  e spe cially active  
in te rm s of initiating activitie s . 

Th e  spiritual form  of ISCAR

Pe rh aps it is too bold to try to say 
som e th ing about th is form  —  e spe cially 
give n th e  discuss ion about ISCAR’s dis -
tribute d organizational nature . None th e -
le ss, I w ant to offe r a fe w  spe culations 
or obse rvations about th is form . 

Th e  ‘spirit’ of ISCAR is still unde r de -
ve lopm e nt. Th is le tte r is part of th at de -
ve lopm e nt, as w e  all try to unde rstand 
its form s. ISCAR is unusual com pare d to 
m ost scie ntific organizations in th at it is 
not bound toge th e r around a com m on 

discipline  (e .g., psych ology, e ducation, 
com pute r scie nce ) or com m on obje ct of 
inve stigation. Eve n its th e ore tical focus 
cannot be  conside re d to be  unifie d in 
any e xte nde d m anne r. 

One  aspe ct of ISCAR’s spirit h as be e n 
its w illingne ss to acce pt dive rse  th e ore t-
ical pe rspe ctive s. Ove r th e  ye ars, th e re  
h as be e n som e  unce rtainty from  indi-
vidual m e m be rs about w h e th e r ISCAR 
w ill re q uire  all its m e m be rs to w ork  
w ith  som e  spe cific th e ore tical conce pts 
or w h e th e r it w ill re je ct th e  use  of oth -
e rs. I th ink  e xpe rie nce  h as s h ow n th at 
th e re  h as not be e n any ne e d to m ak e  an 
‘official’ or ‘auth orize d’ ISCAR th e ore tic-
al vie w , and th at its com m itm e nt is e x-
actly as state d in Article  3 —  ‘to 
prom ote  and de ve lop m ultidisciplinary 
th e ore tical and e m pirical re se arch  on so-
cie tal, cultural and h istorical dim e n-
s ions of h um an practice s.’ I e xpe ct th at 
ISCAR w ill be  able  to re tain th at spirit 
(w h ich  again re fle cts w h y w e  are  a m ul-
tidisciplinary organization), both  for our 
pe rsonal be ne fit of h aving a strong re -
se arch  com m unity and for be ne fit of our 
local sph e re s of action, w h e th e r it is 
e ducation of stude nts, de ve lopm e nt of 
socie tal institutions and th e ir practice s, 
and so forth . 

A se cond aspe ct of ISCAR’s spirit is a 
conce rn about th e  socie tal conditions 
for h um an life . W h ile  ISCAR doe s not 
h ave  an e xplicit h um anist or political fo-
cus, m any re se arch e rs w ith in ISCAR are  
conce rne d about th e  m e aning of th e ir re -
se arch  in re lation to th ose  conditions —  
as oppose d, for e xam ple , to a vie w  th at 
th e ir re sponsibility is only to de scribe  
and e xplain proce sse s of le arning and 
de ve lopm e nt, or w h ate ve r ph e nom e non 
is th e  obje ct of inve stigation. Pe rh aps 
th is fe ature  re fle cts m ore  about th e  spir-
it of ISCAR’s m e m be rs, th e n th e  spirit of 
th e  organization as such , but I h ope  th at 
th e  organization w ill continue  to allow  
th at spirit to e xpre ss itse lf th rough  its di-
ve rse  activitie s . 

From  th e  Pre side nt
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Se ction Ne w s

Th e  CH ACDOC se ction w ill h old a m e e t-
ing on Monday, 8 Se pte m be r 2008, 9 .30 
am  to 4 pm  at th e  Unive rsity of San 
Die go —  one  day be fore  th e  ISCAR 
Congre ss.

Th e  th e m e  of th e  m e e ting is : Conce p-
tions and re se arch  from  cultural-h istori-
cal approach e s on m otive  and value s in 
ch ildre n’s de ve lopm e nt, and h ow  to con-
front th e  e th ical aspe cts of th is proble m  
are a in practice . 

Each  of th e  follow ing pre se ntations 
w ill tak e  th is spe cial focus, w ith  tim e  for 
discuss ions.

• Profe ssor Anne  Edw ards, O xford Ce ntre  for Social 
Activity Th e ory (O SAT), O xford Unive rsity, Unite d 
Kingdom

• Profe ssor Anna Ste tse nk o, Graduate  Ce nte r, City 
Unive rsity of Ne w  York , U SA

• Profe ssor M arilyn Fle e r, Ce ntre  for Early Ch ild-
h ood Education, M onash  Unive rsity, Australia

• Profe ssor M ariane  H e de gaard, Ce nte r for Pe rson, 
Practice , D e ve lopm e nt and Culture , Cope nh age n 
Unive rsity, D e nm ark

Th ose  w h o are  inte re ste d in atte nding 
th is CH ACDOC se ction m e e ting sh ould 
use  th e  Congre ss re gistration form . 
Me m be rsh ip in ISCAR and th e  CH AC-
DOC se ction are  pre conditions for at-
te ndance  at th is se ction m e e ting. For 
m e m be rsh ip in th e  CH ACDOC se ction 
w rite  to:  Mariane .H e de gaard@ psy.k u.dk

As announce d on th e  Congre ss h om e -
page , th e re  w ill be  an e xtra confe re nce  
fe e , $30 USD, to cove r th e  cost of lunch  
and bus transport from  th e  ISCAR Con-
gre ss s ite  at th e  Unive rsity of California, 
San Die go to th e  m e e ting place  at th e  
Unive rsity of San Die go.

h ttp://w w w .iscar.org/se ction/ch acdoc/

2. CH ACD OC (Cultural-h istorical approach e s to  ch ildre n’s 
de ve lopm e nt and ch ildh ood) Se ction M e e ting

From  th e  Pre side nt

Im plications

Th is de scription of ISCAR is m e ant to 
com m unicate  th e  ide a(l) th at ISCAR is 
an organization th at se rve s (and sh ould 
se rve ) a coordinating function am ong its 
m e m be rs around th e  w orld. At th e  sam e  

tim e , ISCAR is a de ce ntralise d organisa-
tion th at de pe nds on its m e m be rs to or-
ganise  spe cific activitie s th at are  
ne e de d and use ful for scie ntific com m u-
nication. 

Se th  Ch aik lin <se th @ iscar.org>

A ne w  se ction h as be e n starte d re ce ntly 
am ong ISCAR m e m be rs in Africa, w ith  
Moh am m e d-Am inu Sanda from  th e  Uni-
ve rsity of Gh ana Busine ss Sch ool tak ing 
th e  le ad role  in organizing th e  se ction. 
Th e re  is an active  m ailing list, and th e  

se ction is w ork ing on pre paring a 
w e bpage .  If you k now  re se arch e rs in 
Africa w h o w ould be  inte re ste d to parti-
cipate  in th is se ction, th e n w rite  to Mo-
h am m e d:  m asanda@ ug.e du.gh

3.  Ne w  Se ction in Africa

mailto:Mariane.Hedegaard@psy.ku.dk
http://www.iscar.org/section/chacdoc/
mailto:seth@iscar.org
mailto:masanda@ug.edu.gh
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5.   Fifth  Inte rnational Confe re nce  on th e  D ialogical Se lf 
       26 – 29  August 2008, Cam bridge , U K
        Call for pape rs:  D e adline   – 18 January 2008

Th e  Fifth  Inte rnational Confe re nce  on th e  D ia-
logical Se lf w ill tak e  place  on 26 – 29  Au-
gust 2008 at Que e ns’ Colle ge , Cam - 
bridge , Unite d Kingdom . 

Th e  confe re nce  w ill focus upon th e  se lf 
and dialogue  and th e  w ays in w h ich  
m e aning is constructe d and re construc-
te d.

De adline  for pape r subm iss ions is : 18 
January 2008. 

More  inform ation at: 

h ttp://w w w .dialogicalscie nce .com /   

To com m unicate  w ith  th e  organize rs or 
subm it proposals:

dialogicalse lf2008@ google m ail.com

Announce m e nts

4.  Subje ctivity: Inte rnational Confe re nce  in Critical Psych ology, 
Cultural Stud ie s and  Social Th e ory

      27 – 29  June  2008, Cardiff, W ale s, U K
       Call for pape rs:  D e adline   – 31 January 2008

Subje ctivity: Inte rnational Confe re nce  in 
Critical Psych ology, Cultural Stud ie s and  
Social Th e ory w ill be  h e ld at th e  Cardiff 
Sch ool of Social Scie nce s, Unive rsity of 
Cardiff, W ale s, 27th  – 29 th  June  2008.
Th e m e s are :

• Em bodim e nt, Affe ct, Mate riality

• Ne w  Political Subje ctivitie s/Ne w  Social 
Move m e nts

• Re distributing Th e  Psych ological

Explanation of confe re nce  th e m e s at: 
          
w w w .cardiff.ac.uk /socsi/subje ctivity/

Ple ase  se nd a 200 w ord proposal to:

subje ctivity@ cardiff.ac.uk

by 31 January 2008.

http://www.dialogicalscience.com/
mailto:dialogicalself2008@googlemail.com
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/socsi/subjectivity
mailto:subjectivity@cardiff.ac.uk
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L'e ntre tie n cliniq ue  e n pratiq ue s: Analyse  
de s inte ractions ve rbale s d'un ge nre  
h étérogène
Mich èle  Grosse n and Anne  Salazar Orvig 
(Eds.)
2006, Be lin, 283 page s
h ttp://w w w .e ditions-be lin.com /csl/
page .asp?path = tScoSupPsy0039 84
ISBN: 2-7011-3678-4
€21 e uros

L’e ntre tie n cliniq ue  constitue  un outil de  
travail privilégié dans de  nom bre use s 
profe ss ions e t a ainsi fait l’obje t de  plu- 
s ie urs m anue ls. Outils de  form ation indi-
spe nsable s, ce ux-ci néglige nt toute fois 
une  q ue stion fondam e ntale : q ue  font 
e xacte m e nt le s psych ologue s, psych ia-
tre s, éducate urs, m éde cins, th érape ute s 
de  fam ille  ou de  groupe , ch e rch e urs, 
e tc. lorsq u’ils m ène nt un e ntre tie n clini-
q ue ? Que lle  e st la réalité de  le urs prati-
q ue s? Ce t ouvrage  prése nte  une  série  
de  travaux q ui re nde nt com pte  du dérou-
le m e nt rée l de  l’e ntre tie n cliniq ue  dans 
de s s ituations profe ss ionne lle s variée s. 
Il m ontre  q u’au-de là de  le ur grande  di-
ve rsité le s e ntre tie ns cliniq ue s ont de s 
«airs de  fam ille » e t constitue nt donc un 
ge nre  h étérogène . Appuyé par une  biblio-
graph ie  abondante  e t fondé sur l’analy-
se  de  transcriptions m inutie use s d’e n- 
tre tie ns cliniq ue s, il e st à la fois un outil 
de  connaissance  sur une  pratiq ue  profe s-
s ionne lle  très répandue  e t un outil de  
réfle xion q ui e ncourage  le s profe ss ion-
ne ls à s’e ngage r dans une  dém arch e  
auto-réfle xive  e t pote ntie lle m e nt créa-
trice  de  ch ange m e nt.

Conte nts
Introduction: Variété e t h étérogénéité 
de s e ntre tie ns cliniq ue s (M ich èle  Gros-
se n e t Anne  Salazar Orvig)

Pre m ière  partie :  L’e ntre tie n cliniq ue : 
H étérogénéité e t variations 
1. L’e ntre tie n cliniq ue : une  approch e  
stylistiq ue  (Frédéric François)
2. La «com m unication» psych analy-
tiq ue  (Nadine  Proia-Le loue y)
3. Le s e ntre tie ns cliniq ue s de  groupe  
(Alain Trognon e t Martine  Batt)
4. La place  de  l’e nfant dans l’e ntre tie n 
cliniq ue  (Ann-Ch ristin Ce de rborg)

D e uxièm e  partie :  M ise  e n pratiq ue s de  
l’e ntre tie n cliniq ue  
5. L'alliance  th érape utiq ue : un proce s-
sus de  co-construction (Yve s de  Rote n)
6. Analyse  de  la de m ande  e t construc-
tion du «problèm e » dans un pre m ie r 
e ntre tie n cliniq ue  (M ich èle  Grosse n)
7. Inte rcom préh e nsion e t dive rge nce s 
dans l’e ntre tie n cliniq ue  (Anne  Salazar 
Orvig)
8. Psych opath ologie  e t dynam iq ue  du 
discours: pour une  cliniq ue  de  l’e ffici-
e nce  cognitive  dans l’e ntre tie n e ntre  
pe rsonne  polyh andicapée  e t soignant 
(M ich e l Musiol)

Troisièm e  partie :  Du côté de s patie nts: 
récit e t prése ntation de  soi dans l’e ntre tie n 
cliniq ue  
9 . Le  patie nt e t son inte rlocute ur (Claire  
Maury-Rouan, Robe rt Vion e t Béatrice  
Prie go-Valve rde )
10. Prése ntation de  soi dans l’e ntre -
tie n: narration, e xplication, inte rpréta-
tion (Marie  Carcassonne )
11. L'intonation e t la ge stue lle  d'un 
je une  adulte  autiste  au cours d'un 
e ntre tie n th érape utiq ue  (Laure nt Danon-
Boile au, Mary-Annick  More l e t Este lle  
H aladjan) 

6. Ne w  Book s by ISCAR M e m be rs
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Publications

Psicologia storico-culturale  e  Attività
M. Se re na Ve gge tti
2006, Rom e , Carocci, 126 page s
Se rie s “Le  Bussole ”
ISBN: 88-430-3731-5
€ 9 .50 e uros

Th is book , lik e  oth e rs in th e  sam e  
se rie s , e nligh te ns th e  e sse ntial conce pts 
of th e  pre se nte d topic. It give s e sse ntial 
inform ation about both : th e  h istorical-cul-
tural psych ology, as conce ptualise d by 
Vygotsk ij, Lurija and th e ir younge r co-
w ork e rs, and th e  activity th e ory pe rspe ct-
ive s, e laborate d by A.N. and A.A. Le -
ont’e v, Rubinste in, Brush linsk ij, Davy- 
dov and som e  pre se nt-day re se arch e rs 
at th e  Moscow  State  Unive rsity and Rus-
s ian Acade m y of Pe dagogical Scie nce s. 

Me ntion is also m ade  about oth e r re pre -
se ntative s of non-re ductionistic ap-
proach e s in psych ology, w h ich  re sulte d 
in a be tte r unde rstanding of th e  spe cific 
dynam ics of h um an le arning and k now -
ing.

Th e  book  atte m pts to e xplicate  th e  
w ritings of th e  q uote d auth ors, w h ich  
are  not ye t available  in language s oth e r 
th e n Russian, or w h ose  English  e ditions 
are  no longe r e asy to find.

Bibliograph ical re fe re nce s, q uote d 
and e sse ntial, and a nam e  inde x are  in-
clude d. It can be  re com m e nde d for stu-
de nts of psych ological and pe dagogical 
course s as a first, scie ntifically q ualifie d 
source  for furth e r de e pe ning cultural 
and activity psych ologie s.

Psicologia pe dagogica
L.S. Vygotsk ij (a cura di  M . Se re na Ve gge tti)
2006, Erik son, Gardolo (Tre nto), 388 page s
€25.00 e uros

An Italian ve rsion of L.S. Vygotsk ij’s Pe d -
agogical Psych ology. Brie fe r Course  (19 26), 
e dite d on th e  basis of a translation by 
Ste fania Fronza (w h o studie d  Russian 
at th e  Moscow  State  Unive rsity w ith  
Ale k se j Le ont’e v). It also include s a 
pre se ntation by Carlo Trom be ttap (10 
page s) and an Introduction by M.S.Ve g-
ge tti (25 page s). 

Th e  introduction pre se nts and com -
m e nts on Vygotsk ij’s aim s and inte n-

tions in th is book , w h ich  w as w ritte n for 
te ach e rs, e ducators and oth e rs e ngage d 
in sch ool activitie s . It w as publish e d ori-
ginally in Moscow  in 19 26, w ritte n in a 
pe riod during w h ich  th e  auth or w as e n-
gage d in politics.  It is a sple ndid book , 
and its conte nts are  still re le vant to 
m any of th e  still unsolve d q ue stions of 
e ducation. It w as re publish e d in Russia 
in 19 9 1 (and again in 19 9 6), w ith  an in-
troduction by Vasily Davydov, in a m o-
m e nt in w h ich , h e  th ough t th at th e  
sch ool in Russia w as unde rgoing th e  
sam e  cris is as in th e  19 20s.
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ISCAR is  an association, w h os e  purpos e  is  th e  prom otion and de ve lopm e nt 
of m ultidisciplinary th e ore tical and e m pirical re s e arch  on socie tal, cultural 
and h istorical dim e ns ions of h um an practice s . 

h ttp://w w w .iscar.org       
info@ iscar.org     

Inform ation about th e  ISCAR Congre ss 
is available  at th e  Congre ss w e bsite : 
h ttp://iscar2008.com / 

A flye r w ill be  se nt out in De ce m be r 
w ith  inform ation about th e  program .  If 
you h ave  not pre viously re ce ive d any 
m ailings from  th e  Congre ss organize rs, 
th e n se nd your e m ail addre ss to Olga 
Vasque z: ovasq ue z@ w e be r.ucsd.e du

Th e  de adline  for subm itting abstracts 
is rapidly approach ing, so you sh ould be  
active ly pre paring your abstracts now .

Abstracts sh ould be  subm itte d using 
th e  s im ple  w e b inte rface  found at: 
h ttp://iscar.ucsd.e du/ 

If you w ant to orie nt yourse lf, it is 
possible  to look  at th e  subm iss ion form  
w ith out actually h aving to subm it an 
abstract.
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